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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Polk Works Young Leaders Graduate
Bartow, Florida, June 21, 2010 – On Tuesday, June 22nd, Polk Works Young Leaders will hold its Annual Celebration of Achievement Event at Polk State College – Winter Haven Campus, Fine Arts Building – Auditorium. The event begins at 6 p.m.  

Three local employers, who have partnered with Polk Works in the Job Links program to provide outstanding mentoring and work experience for youth, will be honored as well as four partners who have assisted diligently in efforts to help young people in the Polk County area. One of these partners, the First Presbyterian Church of Haines City, worked to help one of the Young Leaders who had a genetic disorder preventing her from having a healthy set of teeth. With the help of the church congregation who raised funds for the procedure, she was able to find a dentist and now has a beautiful smile. On Tuesday, she will present the church with a Partners of Excellence Award. 

Approximately 100 youth will be honored at this year’s Celebration of Achievement Event.
Fort Meade Young Leaders: Guillermina Diaz, Tamilya Drayton, Antwan Jenkins, Jimmy Office, Lorenzo Rowe, Taryn Smith, Kristyn Williams

Haines City Young Leaders:  Kayla Anderson, Johnathan Bedford, Xavier Bradwell, Marvin Chatter, Ariel Crockett, Shalonda Frazier, Sharlot Gonzalez, Ronesha Harper, Kirstin Kennedy, Amber Lewis, Ashley Magana, Maria Magana, Cherish McClain, Devin Meadows, James Morris, Dustin Pineda, Steven Rivera, Eric Rodriguez, Jose Silva, Ashley Sparks, Shirli Tomilnson
-more-

Lakeland Young Leaders:  Randall Ashworth ,Desiree Camp, Mario Castro, Naquaisha Coward, Mollie Hunt, Ariana Stockwell, LaQurice Squire, Jeanita Sykes, Rodney Watson 

Lake Wales Young Leaders:  William Jackson, Marcus Johnson, Lexus Jones, Brook Mills, Lacretia Pierce, Taronica Reeves, Felicia Taylor, Byron Ward 

Ridge & Traviss Career Center Young Leaders:  Briannie Bettard, Pearl Crowder, Janeley Delgado, Angelica Hill, Celina Lara, Youngtesha Laster, Althalanis Morency, Alberta Palma, Kimberly Salas

Winter Haven Young Leaders:  Benson Cajuste, Jeanevel Cajuste, Samuel Destin, Wally Jean, Kelvin Legrand, Richena Louis, Kendra Ragins, Frantz Romeus, Ahkeem Smith, Kanisha Smith

Polk Works Young Leaders partnered with the Polk County Education Foundation to identify eligible Polk County students participating in the Young Leaders program whose academic record was above average and wanted to pursue post-secondary education upon graduation.  As of June 14, nine Young Leaders were selected to receive a four-year, pre-paid scholarship through the Take Stock in Children program.  Polk Works Young Leaders will continue working to identify outstanding students who have a desire to continue their education.

2009-2010 Take Stock in Children Scholarship Recipients:  
Gregorio Bautista -  Ridge Career Center & Haines City High School

Qwalivia Cooper - Kathleen High School 

Reshawn Morris -  Lakeland High School 

Mary Mose - Lake Wales High School 

Lashala Mosley - Lake Wales High School 

Brian Prada - Ridge Community High School 

Charlene Sterling - Winter Haven High School 

Shambria Watson -  George Jenkins High School

Treyvieze Wilson - Ridge Community High School

-more-

The Polk Works Young Leaders Program is open to youth ages 16 to 21 who are in need of employment, training and educational assistance. Income guidelines apply. For more information on this program and other youth training programs offered by Polk Works Young Leaders, please call 863-508-1100, ext 3320.
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