Overview of the Polk Works Region
August 21, 2009
· The unemployment rate in Polk County was 12.3 percent in July 2009.   This was an increase of 4.9 percentage points from the region’s year ago rate.  In July 2009, Polk County’s unemployment rate was 1.3 percentage points higher than the state rate of 11.0 percent.  Out of a labor force of 274,119 there were 33,605 unemployed county residents.
· The current unemployment rate is the highest recorded for Polk County since July 1992 when it was 13.9 percent.
· In July 2009, total nonagricultural employment in the Lakeland-Winter Haven metro area was 195,000. Total nonagricultural employment declined by 4.1 percent over the year, compared to the state rate of decline of -5.1 percent.      
· Total nonagricultural employment lost 8,400 jobs over the year.  The industries losing the most jobs were trade, transportation and utilities (-2,400 jobs); professional and business services (-2,300 jobs); mining, logging, and construction (-1,500 jobs); manufacturing (-1,200 jobs); leisure and hospitality (-1,100 jobs); financial activities (-400 jobs); information and other services (both -200 jobs). 
· Job gains were posted by education and health services (+700 jobs) and government (+200 jobs).
· Annual job growth rates for education and health services (+2.5 percent) and government (+0.8 percent) exceeded that of the state.
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   (not seasonally adjusted) Jul-09 Jun-09 Jul-08

Polk Works Region (Polk County) 12.3 11.6 7.4

 Florida 11.0 10.9 6.6

 United States 9.7 9.7 6.0

Nonagricultural Employment by Industry 

  (not seasonally adjusted) Jul-09 Jul-08 change

percent

change Jul-09 Jul-08 change

percent

change

Total Employment 195,000 203,400 -8,400 -4.1 7,243,400 7,631,900 -388,500 -5.1

Mining, Logging, and Construction 12,000 13,500 -1,500 -11.1 435,300 512,900 -77,600 -15.1

Manufacturing 15,100 16,300 -1,200 -7.4 328,500 370,800 -42,300 -11.4

Trade, Transportation, and Utilities 44,900 47,300 -2,400 -5.1 1,474,100 1,572,200 -98,100 -6.2

  Wholesale Trade 9,100 9,500 -400 -4.2 335,100 347,400 -12,300 -3.5

  Retail Trade 24,300 25,900 -1,600 -6.2 911,700 980,600 -68,900 -7.0

  Transportation, Warehousing, and Utilities 11,500 11,900 -400 -3.4 227,300 244,200 -16,900 -6.9

Information 1,900 2,100 -200 -9.5 143,200 156,600 -13,400 -8.6

Financial Activities 11,700 12,100 -400 -3.3 502,500 525,800 -23,300 -4.4

Professional and Business Services 29,200 31,500 -2,300 -7.3 1,057,700 1,147,800 -90,100 -7.8

Education and Health Services 29,100 28,400 700 2.5 1,036,400 1,031,200 5,200 0.5

Leisure and Hospitality 15,900 17,000 -1,100 -6.5 902,500 933,300 -30,800 -3.3

Other Services 8,400 8,600 -200 -2.3 328,900 337,900 -9,000 -2.7

Government 26,800 26,600 200 0.8

1,034,300 1,043,400 -9,100 -0.9

Population

2008 2007 change

percent

change 

Polk Works Region

585,733 581,058

4,675 0.8

 Florida

18,807,21918,680,367

126,852 0.7

Average Annual Wage

2008p 2007 change

percent

change 

Polk Works Region $35,180 $34,406 $774 2.2

 Florida $40,569 $39,776 $793 2.0

 Lakeland-Winter Haven

Metropolitan Statistical Area 

Florida
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            Note:  All data are subject to revision.  P = preliminary.
            Source:  Florida Agency for Workforce Innovation, Labor Market Statistics Center

