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Overview of the Polk Works Region
September 18, 2009
· The unemployment rate in Polk County was 12.2 percent in August 2009.   This was an increase of 4.3 percentage points from the region’s year ago rate.  In August 2009, Polk County’s unemployment rate was 1.3 percentage points higher than the state rate of 10.9 percent.  Out of a labor force of 274,362 there were 33,568 unemployed county residents.
· The current unemployment rate is the highest recorded for Polk County since September 1992 when it was 13.6 percent.
· In August 2009, total nonagricultural employment in the Lakeland-Winter Haven metro area was 197,600. Total nonagricultural employment declined by 4.0 percent over the year, compared to the state rate of decline of -4.8 percent.      
· Total nonagricultural employment lost 8,300 jobs over the year.  The industries losing the most jobs were trade, transportation and utilities (-2,600 jobs); professional and business services (-2,300 jobs); mining, logging, and construction and manufacturing (both -1,300 jobs); leisure and hospitality (-900 jobs); financial activities (-400 jobs); information (-200 jobs); and other services (-100 jobs). 
· Job gains were posted by education and health services (+600 jobs) and government (+200 jobs).
· Annual job growth rates for education and health services (+2.1 percent) and government (+0.7 percent) exceeded that of the state.
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            Note:  All data are subject to revision.  P = preliminary.
            Source:  Florida Agency for Workforce Innovation, Labor Market Statistics Center
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